Call to Artists
REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
June 2022
OPPORTUNITY
The Village on Main CID is seeking an artist or multiple artists to create a mini mural(s) in The Village on
Main. This opportunity is open to artists, including but not limited to art collectives, art galleries, artistled community groups, artist teams, curators, designers, mural artists, and visual artists.
Eligibility: Artists residing in Nova Scotia
Posting date: Thursday, July 28
Deadline: Monday, August 8
Project completion: September 30(but can be flexible)
THE PROJECT – EXPECT the UNEXPECTED
The Village on Main CID created The EXPECT the UNEXPECTED Project as a fun initiative that will
encourage people to explore the community and while doing so, come across unexpected pieces of
street art. It is an opportunity where artists can contribute to the beautification of The Village on Main
community through art by incorporating aspects of the city that are already in place but not necessarily
the prettiest to look at.
The EXPECT the UNEXPECTED Project incorporates aspects of the city that may not be so appealing to
the eye; cracks in the sidewalk, pipes, walls, stairs, curbs, manhole covers, grates, concrete pillars, and
anything else you can think of! It is a creative way to add a little colour and whimsy to the Village on
Main Community. The possibilities are endless. This will definitely give you the opportunity to ‘think
outside the box.’ You can use the same character at multiple locations, work with water-activated
illustrations, or create different pieces at multiple chosen locations. Or just choose one location.

samples

samples

Village on Main staff have scouted out possible locations throughout the area where murals of this type
are possible. List is included further along in the document. VOM staff have already received permission
from the property owners of the sites included in the list of approved locations. If an artist sees a
different possible location, that they would like to use, VOM staff will be responsible for receiving
permission from the property owner(s).
Murals shall be of exceptional design and quality, using high-quality materials that enhance the
appearance of the site. Materials may include paint or any other artistic mediums suitable for an
outdoor location. The mediums used must be durable and able to withstand typical/normal wear and
tear, as well as harsh outdoor elements. The mural shall be designed and painted by a qualified
artist/muralist who has sufficient knowledge and experience in the design and painting of such projects,
and in the application of the medium selected for the project. Knowledge of how to paint on certain
surfaces is essential. From wood and brick, concrete and metal, the surfaces must be properly prepared.
WHY IS THIS PROJECT IMPORTANT?
Public art plays an important role in generating interest in the area by drawing in local residents and
tourists to this part of the city. Art has the ability to create a sense of energy, to inspire and uplift. To
increase the perception of safety, and has been proven to decrease stress resulting in an overall mood
booster. It also is a powerful tool in contributing to the sense of community by adding creative and
colour elements to areas with limited green spaces.
SELECTION PROCESS
A selection panel consisting of representatives from the Village on Main will review all submissions for
approval. Selected submissions will also be required to be approved by the property owner or HRM;
depending in the location.

ARTIST SELECTION CRITERIA
Submissions will be reviewed and decisions made based on:
● Demonstrated skills and previous experience working with this medium.
● Alignment of the proposal to the Village on Main’s vision for the mural(s).

SUBMISSION REQUIREMENTS
Email the following documentation as one (1) PDF file to sandra@villageonmain.ca by 4pm ADT on
Monday, August 8, 2022.

1. Application Form: Please complete the application form.
2. Fees – Artist to include their expected fee including taxes and cost of supplies; including paint. Fee
based on the size of the selected location(s) and time to complete the project(s).
3. Work Samples: You may submit up to five (5) supporting image examples of previous work. One image
per page. Please include artist name(s), title, year, location and medium information on each page.
4. Visual Representation – Include a coloured rendering of proposed mural(s). Artist can select one or
multiple locations. Please provide a rendering for each.
5. Schedule – Include a schedule for proposed work including: a start and end date (including preparing
the site and clean-up plan) and detail all key stages, including development, implementation, and
delivery.

If you have any questions, please send an email to sandra@villageonmain.ca

Call to Artists – Application Form
Attach one (1) copy of this form as the first page of the submission.
Name:________________________________________________________________________________
Team Name (if applicable):_______________________________________________________________
Address:______________________________________________________________________________
Phone: ________________________________ Email: ________________________________________
Website, social media &/or Blog (if applicable): ______________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Please explain why you are interested in this opportunity and why you feel you are qualified to
undertake a project of this nature:

Please describe how your proposal aligns with the desired vision and how your design will suit the
Village on Main streetscape:
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Signature: ________________________________________ Date: ______________________________

Additional Information:
Please be advised that the Village on Main Community Improvement District is not obliged to accept any
of the submissions and may reject all submissions. The Committee reserves the right to reissue the RFP
as required. All submissions to this RFP become the property of the Village on Main Community
Improvement District
Please note that the artist’s fee represents the stipend for the completed work. Materials and supplies,
including paint, to be supplied by the artist.
The selected artist or artist team will be required to carry a minimum of $2,000,000 liability insurance.
The following options are available:
1. Artists may purchase liability coverage from a local broker and provide the VOM CID with a copy
of the certificate of insurance.
2. Artists may already have coverage in force (either under homeowners’ insurance or an
individual policy). If this is the case, we would ask that they provide the VOM CID with a copy of
the certificate of liability insurance.
3. Artists may purchase an Outside User Liability policy.

Questions:
If you have any questions, please contact the Marketing & Communications Coordinator of The Village
on Main Community Improvement District, Sandra Conrad by email at sandra@villageonmain.ca or by
phone at 902-407-3533.

LOCATIONS for Mini MURALS
VILLAGE ON MAIN

Utility Box at the Corner of
Main Street and Gordon Ave.

Utility Box located at the corner
of Hartlen Drive and Main Street

Box located by the ramp from
Lakecrest Drive onto Main Street
just after 177 Main Street

Front section of concrete
wall along ramp located at
63 Tacoma Drive OR
anything else you find
interesting at this location

Anything you find interesting at the following locations:
122 Main Street (Doull’s Book Store)
177 Main Street (Classic Physiotherapy)

Village on Main Profile
We’re transforming the Village on Main from grey to green; from apart to accessible; from temporal to
sustainable.
WHO ARE WE?
The Village on Main is a Community Improvement District which exists to serve the needs of local
businesses and residents through community improvement projects, planning consultations and
community research. We are one of HRM’s nine Business Improvement Districts (BIDs).
OUR VISION
An inclusive and sustainable community where spaces and neighbours are welcoming and connected.
OUR MISSION
We’re a community improvement district leading the transformation of our community. By putting
people first, we’re creating the freedom to develop friendly and open spaces in a collaborative way.
OUR PAST AND OUR FUTURE
In 2008, Halifax Regional Municipality approved the Main Street Dartmouth Planning Vision and
Streetscape Concept Plan. In the years since, the Community Improvement District was established and
a special Main Street Designation was added to Dartmouth planning documents. This designation
shapes what Main Street Dartmouth and the surrounding area will look like for years to come by
allowing and encouraging denser, and pedestrian oriented, residential and commercial development. In
other words, our community is set to transform into a village with commercial and residential
opportunities, and public spaces that are accessible for all ages and abilities.

WHAT THIS AREA IS KNOWN FOR
●
●
●
●
●

High concentration of wellness agencies (health, advocacy, churches, schools, non-profits) (link)
Festival in Tribute to Veterans and Those Who Serve (link)
Our Age Friendly Community Plan (link)
A 440’ foot mural on Tacoma drive (link)
Business networking events

